SAWCA Medical Rehab Committee Meeting

Wednesday, December 3, 2008 Naples, Florida

The Medical Rehab Committee joined the Adjudication Committee to hear a discussion regarding Medication and Adjudication of Workers’ Compensation Cases in the State of Florida, which was presented by Judge Sylvia Medina-Shore and Mediator Eduardo Almeyda, Miami-Dade County, Florida.  

The Medical Rehab Committee broke from the Adjudication Committee at the break.  First a sign in sheet was passed around.  Those attending were Pat Hannah, Medical Cost Containment Director, Arkansas; Betty Reid, Rehabilitation Advisors, Inc., Florida; Troy J Prevot, Sr. Vice-President LUBA Workers’ Comp, Baton Rouge, LA; and Lucretia Johnson, Division Director Department of Workers’ Compensation, Frankfort, KY.

Chair, Pat Hannah stated that the goal of the Medical/Rehab Committee is to provide information that will enable those working in the medical/rehab area of workers’ compensation to more effectively do their job.  Also, the committee will identify areas or subjects where more information is needed such as: implants, durable medical equipment, dialysis, and recent state court cases of significance or interest.  And the committee will create an email list of state medical/rehab administrators for information sharing purposes.

Topics discussed were:

Program(s) for annual SAWCA meeting

We will first determine if we are to prepare a program for the annual meeting and what type of program that might be.   If we are to provide a program we discussed contacting Dr. Suzanne Novak, who provides a service to self-insured’s and others whereby she reviews a claim’s drug use and if she believes that she can be productive in helping reduce costs she takes the case and proceeds to contact the treating physician to discuss treatment protocol.

Other topics for programs mentioned were:

“Recovery at Work” instead of “Return to Work” 

Case Manager Specialist to talk about “Intervention in Medical Only Cases.”

The recent case (Murray) that changed the way attorney’s fees in Florida will be paid.

Scheduled Drug Programs

Medicare Set-a-Side

Evidence Based Medicine

Pharmacy Medical Practice Guidelines

State Updates

Kentucky – Lucretia Johnson

Kentucky has a program called the Kasper Program where a physician can contact a database and find out what medications the person is taking.

Kentucky also has a voluntary Drug Free Work Place program.

Louisiana – Troy Prevot

Troy said there is a renewed interest in Louisiana in trying to improve the system.

PMP (Physician Monitoring Program) Every scheduled drug is logged and the physician is required to look at it.

Louisiana has a mandatory drug free work place program.

Louisiana outpatient fee schedule pays 90% of billed charges.

Louisiana also has a Guideline Piece to their fee schedule.

Troy stated that 22 states have adopted some form of return to work guidelines.

Florida

Recent court case decided by the Florida Supreme Court (Murray) which will increase the number of plaintiff attorney’s.  Vocational Rehab will be more prominent. Betty thinks there will be a huge increase in premium rates and an increase in cost per case.  

Arkansas

Pat Hannah stated that the change of physician process in Arkansas whereby a claimant is entitled to an absolute right to a one time change of physician constitutes a major portion of the work load of the Medical Cost Containment Division.  

The committee adjourned.

