ADJUDICATION COMMITTEE MINUTES

SAWCA ALL COMMITTEE CONFERENCE

NOVEMBER 12-14, 2006

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA

The Adjudication Committee met on Monday, November 13, 2006 during the SAWCA All Committee Conference in Charleston, South Carolina.  Attending the meeting were Carolyn Hall, Chair of the Georgia State Board of Workers’ Compensation; Gwendolyn Thompson, District Workers’ Compensation Judge with the Louisiana Department of Labor, Office of Workers’ Compensation Administration; Adam Johnson, an attorney who serves as a mediator with the same department; and Deneise Turner Lott, Administrative Judge with the Mississippi Workers’ Compensation Commission and Chair of the Adjudication Committee.

The members discussed the state of the “paperless” process as well as the prospect of the electronic filing of pleadings, correspondence, and other documents in their workplaces.  It was agreed that the Adjudication Committee would join the Administration and Procedures and the Management of Information Systems Committees to present a program on this topic at the annual convention in San Antonio in July 2007.   It was also generally agreed that the panel members would address the various concerns of those involved in the “paperless” transition.  Carolyn Hall graciously agreed to volunteer a judge or judges from Georgia to represent the concerns of judges.  

The members also held a rousing discussion of best practices, including case management and docket control issues common to all jurisdictions.  This exchange of information and institutional wisdom was enlightening and offered problem-solving strategies for all involved in the discussion.  

