Medical/Rehabilitation Committee Meeting

July 13 - 18, 2007

The Medical/Rehabilitation Committee convened with fifteen members representing five membered jurisdictions on July 17, 2007.

Joel Peeler, MS; Betty Reid, FL; Bill & Rosalie Faris, KY; Shelley Athans, TX; Tina Greene, GA; Sheryl Minyard, TX; William Emmrick, KY; David Erbe, TX; Natalie J. Messer, TX; Kimelyn Coleman, TX; Sharon Marion, GA; S. Blake Smith, TX; Lee Kinard, TX; Louis Alviar, FL

There were a number of new faces present; therefore this meeting was opened with an explanation of the functions of this committee within SAWCA.

We were fortunate to have two presenters for this meeting: William Nemeth, MD, Medical Director of the Texas Association of School Boards and Faith Howe, EDI Manager at IAIABC.

Dr. Nemeth presented his topic,  KEEPING “DISABILITY MANAGEMENT” IN DISABILITY MANAGEMENT - the Role of “Treatment Planning”.  His materials included: DISABILITY EPIDEMIC!!!; ID “AT RISK” and CO-MANAGE MEDICAL/VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION; Disability Management Concept; Medical Quality Improvement; Why Disability Management?; PREVENTING the “Wounded Worker Syndrome”; LOOK FOR THE CO-MORBIDITY!; TREATMENT PLANNING.  He answered and commented  on a number of questions after his presentation. We were very appreciative of the  materials he shared with us.

After a short break, Ms. Faith Howe completed our afternoon meeting with information regarding MEDICAL PROVIDER E-BILLING.  She went into detail on:

· Why is medical provider e-billing even a consideration in workers’ compensation?

· Why is it of growing importance?

· Learn what the IAIABC is working on to help the medical billing and reporting procedures.

After Ms. Howe’s presentation, she entertained questions and comments until the end of the committee meeting.

At  this  time  everyone  was reminded of the

upcoming meetings and dates:

SAWCA All Committee Conference - October 23 - 26, 2007 in Williamsburg, VA.  60th Annual SAWCA Convention - July 21 - 25, 2008 in Washington, DC.

Everyone was encouraged to look for additional information from SAWCA regarding these very important meeting.

With no further discussions, this meeting was adjourned.

Presented by,

Joel Peeler, MS, Chair

Betty Reid, FL, Co-Chair
