President’s Message

Thankfully the attendees to the 58th Annual SAWCA convention at the Hyatt Inner Harbor in Baltimore survived steaming temperatures reaching 99 degrees with over 70 percent humidity! I hope that everyone had an opportunity to sample our famous seafood at one of the many restaurants located in and around the Inner Harbor. During convention breaks, visitors braved the scorching weather to explore Ft. McHenry, cruise the harbor, check out the shopping in historic Fell’s Point, and enjoy an old-fashioned ballgame at Orioles Park. A large group (16 foursomes) had a great time on the greens raising money for the benefit of the Kids’ Chance Scholarship Fund.
As this year’s event was hosted in Maryland, it was appropriate that we were able to have a representative from a well-known Maryland company which is recognized nationally for their industry leadership. The keynote speaker, Dr. Roger Merrill, Chief Medical Officer for Perdue Farms, Inc., set the tone for the conference. Dr. Merrill’s presentation was entertaining and informative. Perdue’s corporate focus combining worker safety and wellness is a concept that is both relevant and ground-breaking as evidenced by its recent prestigious recognition with an honorable mention in the C. Everett Koop Health Awards. 
The conference agenda also included presentations and discussions on such relevant topics as: medical treatment guidelines, drugs and alcohol in the workplace, medical cost containment, safety and loss prevention, self-insurance, and employer compliance. I was impressed by the dedication and enthusiasm of the speakers and attendees. The Committee meetings, which provide a wonderful opportunity for discussion and where issues of concern are addressed, were well-attended.
The ACC will be hosted in historic Charleston, SC from November 12th through November 14, 2006 at the Doubletree Guest Suites.  If you were unable to join us in Baltimore, please make plans to attend the ACC. The Executive Committee will spend Sunday afternoon working with a facilitator on strategic planning for the organization. Here is your chance to help shape SAWCA's future. On Monday, there will be a brief general session followed by Committee meetings in both the morning and afternoon. Please make your reservations early to attend the All Committee Conference in Charleston – we need your input. Registration information is available on the SAWCA website, www.SAWCA.com.

I’m excited to announce that the Executive Committee approved the nomination of William Emrick, Executive Director of the Kentucky Office of Workers’ Claims as Vice President of SAWCA. The Executive Committee also approved the selection of BG Consulting LLC as administrative manager for a one-year period. The contract will commence October 1, 2006 upon the retirement of Bob Collyer. The Executive Committee also voted, post-convention via email, to appoint Gary Davis as the Secretary-Treasurer to commence on October 1, 2006.
We will begin planning for the 2007 convention shortly. Mark your calendars for July 14-18, 2007 and join Commissioner Albert Betts in Austin, Texas as the Division of Workers’ Compensation of the Texas Department of Insurance hosts the 59th annual convention.
Maryland was proud to have the opportunity to host the conference and we look forward to seeing everyone in Charleston for the ACC in November. Stay cool!
